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A SERMON 

gttar&eii  in  tjjc  Cnt^ral  C|jurr|}  of  St.  Dfttr's,  gfaritjtorfl, 

On  Sunday  Morning,  March  25, 1866, 

BY  THE 

RIGHT  REVEREND  THE  LORD  BISHOP  OF  NATAL. 


Phil,  ii.5-8. — “ Let  this  mind  he  in  you  which  was  also  in  Christ 
Jesus : Who,  being  in  the  form  of  God,  thought  it  not  robbery 
to  be  equal  with  God;  but  made  himself  of  no  reputation, 
and  took  upon  him  the  form  of  a servant,  and  was  made  in 
the  likeness  of  men ; arid  being  found  in  fashion  as  a man, 
he  humbled  himself,  and  became  obedient  unto  death,  even  the 
death  of  the  cross.” 

“ Let  this  mind  be  in  you  which  was  also  in  Christ  Jesus.” 
With  these  words  St.  Paul  sums  up  and  enforces  his  earnest 
exhortation  to  the  Philippian  Christians  that  they  would  live  in 
love  with  one  another,  “ in  brotherly-kindness,  preferring  one 
another,  bearing  one  another’s  burdens,  and  so  fulfilling  the  law 
of  Christ.” 

“ If  there  be  therefore  any  consolation  in  Christ,  if  any  comfort  of 
love,  if  any  fellowship  of  the  Spirit,  if  any  bowels  and  mercies,  fulfil 
ye  my  joy,  that  ye  be  likeminded,  having  the  same  love,  being  of  one 
accord,  of  one  mind.  Let  nothing  be  done  through  strife  or  vain- 
glory; but  in  lowliness  of  mind  let  each  esteem  other  better  than 
themselves.  Look  not  every  man  on  his  own  things,  but  every  man 
also  on  the  things  of  others.  Let  this  mind  be  in  you  which  was  also 
in  Christ  Jesus.” 

And  our  Church  brings  before  us  this  passage  at  this  time, 
when  we  are  called  more  especially  to  consider  the  sufferings 
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of  Christ  and  the  glory  that  has  followed.  These  words  are 
the  watchword,  as  it  were,  which  is  given  us,  that  we  may 
come  in  the  right  spirit  to  consider  the  great  subject  of  Passion- 
Week,  and  to  celebrate  the  joy  of  Easter-Day. 

“ Let  this  mind  be  in  you  which  was  also  in  Christ  Jesus.” 

As  I observed  on  a former  occasion,  we  cannot  indeed  find  in 
the  separate  actions  of  our  Lord’s  life  on  earth  an  example  to 
be  followed  in  every  separate  action  of  our  own  lives.  There 
are  innumerable  circumstances,  in  which  as  men  and  women  wa 
may  find  ourselves,  for  which  no  type  can  be  found  in  the  Gos- 
pel narratives.  But  the  “ mind  that  was  in  Christ,”  the  spirit 
which  was  the  ruling  principle  of  his  life,  must  be  cherished 
continually — must  grow  more  and  more — in  us,  if  we  would 
please  God, — if  we  would  be  true  followers  of  Christ,  the  “ sons 
and  daughters  of  the  Lord  Almighty.” 

The  text  before  us  directs  our  attention  especially  to  one 
characteristic  of  that  “ mind  which  was  in  Christ” — his  humility 
and  condescension,  his  readiness  to  become  a servant,  to  make 
himself  of  no  reputation — if  so  he  might  do  the  Will  of  God, 
and  be  the  minister  of  light  and  life  to  the  children  of  men, — 
his  willingness,  at  God’s  command,  for  declaring  His  Name  and 
bearing  witness  to  the  Truth,  to  be  brought  to  the  lowest  depths 
of  shame  and  sorrow,  to  “ become  obedient  unto  death,  even 
the  death  of  the  cross.” 

“Let  that  mind  be  in  you  which  was  also  in  Christ  Jesus,  who,  being 
in  the  form  of  God,  thought  it  not  robbery  to  be  equal  with  God,  but 
made  himself  of  no  reputation,  and  took  upon  him  the  form  of  a 
servant,  and  was  made  in  the  likeness  of  men.” 

The  Apostle  cannot,  of  course,  mean  to  say  that  our  Lord  ex- 
isted in  Heaven  with  human  body  and  soul,  before  he  was  born 
on  earth  of  his  human  mother.  But  he  does  mean  to  say  that 
in  him,  whom  he  elsewhere  calls  “the  man  Christ  Jesus,”  the 
Eternal  Word,  who  is  the  Light  and  Life  of  men, — who  “ was 
with  God,”  who  “was  God,”  as  St.  John  tells  us — or,  as  St.  Paul 
says  in  the  text,  “ who  was  in  the  form  of  God,  and  thought  it 
not  robbery  to  be  equal  with  God,” — language,  with  which  the 
human  mind,  in  its  imperfect  forms  of  speech,  tries  to  express 
the  glimpses  which  have  been  vouchsafed  to  it  into  the  mys- 
teries of  the  Divine  Nature, — in  him,  l say,  that  Living  Word 
was  dwelling, and  showed  forth  transcendantly  the  Divine  condes- 
cension and  grace.  He  does  mean  to  assert  that  the  words  and 
acts  of  Jesus, — his  pure  and  loving  life,  his  tender  pity  and 
compassion,  his  holy  hatred  of  sin,  and  yet  his  yearning  love  for 
the  sinner,  his  truthfulness,  his  faithfulness  even  unto  death — 
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were  exhibiting  continually  the  brightness  of  his  Father’s 
character.  In  his  whole  life  long  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  was 
thus  manifesting  his  Father  to  us,  as  John  the  Baptist  said, — 

“ He,  whom  God  sent,  speaketh  the  words  of  God  : for  God  giveth  not 
the  Spirit  by  measure  unto  him,” — 

as  Christ  himself  said, — 

“ My  doctrine  is  not  mine,  but  His  that  sent  me," — 

“ I do  nothing  of  myself,  but,  as  my  Father  hath  taught  me,  I speak 
these  things,” — 

“ I have  not  spoken  of  myself,  but  the  Father,  which  sent  me,  He  gave 
me  Commandment,  what  l should  say,  and  what  I should  speak," — 

“ Whatsoever  I speak,  therefore,  even  as  the  Father  hath  said  unto  me, 
so  I speak,” — 

“ The  words  that  I speak  unto  you,  I speak  not  of  myself ; but  the 
Father,  that  dwelleth  in  me,  He  doeth  the  works." 

It  was  the  Father,  then,  who  by  the  Living  Word  was  dwell- 
ing in  him,  that  did  all  the  works  that  Jesus  did, — those  works 
of  grace,  and  tender  pity,  and  love; — it  was  the  Father,  that 
spoke  by  his  lips  those  words  of  life,  by  which  our  spirits  are 
quickened  and  gladdened.  In  “ the  likeness  of  men,”  in  “ the 
form  of  a servant,”  in  a lowly,  humble  form,  in  the  person  of 
Jesus,  the  Father’s  Love  was  manifested  continually,  enduring 
the  weakness,  the  foolishness,  the  sinfulness,  of  men, — compas- 
sionating the  sorrowful  and  suffering,  the  fallen  and  outcast,  the 
sin-strickened  and  sin-oppressed, — embracing  the  returning  pro- 
digal,— seeking  and  saving  that  which  was  lost.  Every  word 
which  Jesus  spoke,  declaring  God’s  Truth  and  publishing  His 
Grace  to  the  children  of  men,  was  a word  from  God,  an  utter- 
ance of  the  Living  Word,  a manifestation  of  our  Father’s  Love. 
Every  act  of  Christ,  in  which  he  soothed  the  sorrows  or  relieved 
the  sufferings  of  man,  was  an  act  which  he  did  in  his  Father’s 
Name,  and  as  manifesting  forth  his  Father’s  character : — 

“ Have  I been  so  long  time  with  you,  and  yet  hast  thou  not  known 
me,  Philip  ? He  that  hath  seen  me,  hath  seen  the  Father.” 

And  still  to  the  end  the  “ mind  which  was  in  Christ  ” was 
showing  forth  the  mind  of  God.  It  was  the  “ Father,  that 
dwelt  in  him,” — that  did  not  forsake  him,  when  for  a moment 
he  thought  he  was  forsaken,  as  he  hung  on  the  accursed  tree 
and  cried — 

" My  God  ! my  God  ! why  hast  Thou  forsaken  me  ?” 

It  was  the  Living  Word,  that  was  the  Light  and  Life  of  his  soul, 
as  a Son  of  Man,  as  He  is  also  the  Light  and  Life  of  the  souls 
of  us,  his  brethren, — that  strengthened  him  to  “ glorify  God  on 
earth,  to  finish  the  work  which  He  had  given  him  to  do,”  by 
being  “ obedient  unto  death,  even  the  death  of  the  cross,” — that 
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enabled  him  to  “ endure  the  cros9,  and  despise  tbe  shame,”  till 
he  cried,  “ It  is  finished !” 

And  this  is  the  example  which  is  set  before  us  to-day: — 

“ Let  this  mind  be  in  you,  which  was  also  in  Christ  Jesus.” 

Let  us  consider  in  what  sense  these  words  will  apply  to  us. 
And  here,  let  us  remember  that  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  set 
forth  in  the  Scripture  as  the  type  of  living  men,  the  Elder 
Brother  of  us  all ; as  St.  John  says, — 

“ Because  as  he  is,  so  are  we  in  this  world,” — 
or  as  the  apostle  to  the  Hebrews  writes, — 

“ It  became  Him,  for  whom  are  all  things,  and  by  whom  are  all 
things,  in  bringing  many  sons  unto  glory,  to  make  the  captain  of  their 
salvation  perfect  through  sufferings.  For  both  he  that  sanctifieth,  and 
they  who  are  sanctified,  are  all  of  one,  [all  children  of  one  Father] — 
for  which  cause  he  is  not  ashamed  to  call  them  brethren,  saying,  ‘ I 
will  declare  Thy  Name  unto  my  brethren,  in  the  midst  of  the  church  I 
will  sing  praise  unto  Thee,’ — and  again,  ‘ I will  put  my  trust  in  Him,’ 
[like  any  other  of  the  sons  of  men,]— and  again,  ‘ Behold  I and  the 
children  which  God  hath  given  me.’  ” 

And  hence  we  are  told  that  the  same  Divine  Word,  who 
dwelt  among  us,  in  the  person  of  Jesus  Christ,  manifesting 
forth  the  glorious  brightness  of  the  Father’s  character, — the 
same  who  “was  with  God”  and  who  “was  God,”  who  “was 
in  the  beginning  with  God,”  “ by  whom  all  things  were  made,” 
and  “without  whom  was  not  anything  made  that  was  made,”  — 
is  also  the  Light  and  Life  of  men,  and  “ lightenetb  every  man 
that  cometh  into  the  world.”  He  is  the  Light,  therefore,  and 
the  Life,  of  all  Humanity:  the  Living  Word,  the  Eternal  God, 
condescends  to  dwell  in  the  hearts  pf  men. 

Applied,  indeed,  to  the  Divine  Word,  such  expressions  as  these 
which  speak  of  His  condescension — His  humiliation  or  His  ex- 
altation,— are  obviously  improper.  The  Infinite  can  neither  be 
high  nor  low  ; for  these  are  merely  terms  of  relation,  and  can- 
not be  used  with  reference  to  Him,  who  is  beyond  all  comparison 
or  comprehension.  Nothing  to  Him  is  mean  or  little  ; nothing 
can  add  to  the  sublime  glories  of  His  Throne,  can  bring  glory 
to  His  Infinite  Majesty.  But  to  us,  in  our  limited  sphere,  it  seems 
incredible  that  the  Creator  of  this  stupendous  Universe,  which 
swallows  us  up,  as  it  were,  in  its  vastness,  should  concern  Himself 
about  such  a creature  as  man.  It  would,  at  least  seem  incredible,  if 
we  did  not  see  that  the  same  Power  which  built  the  heavens  is 
occupied  around  us  with  infinitesimal  creatures  which  we  des- 
pise,— the  end  or  meaning  of  whose  existence  is  beyond  the  ken 
of  our  reason, — if  we  did  not  see  that  tbe  heart  and  lungs  of 
the  animalcule  are  as  curiously  and  completely  fashioned  as 
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those  of  the  gigantic  elephant,  or  of  man  himself.  Our  reason, 
in  fact,  like  a lantern,  throws  but  a feeble  glance  into  space, 
and  only  sheds  a clear  light  upon  the  narrow  path  we  have 
ourselves  to  walk  in. 

To  our  eyes,  then,  the  indwelling  of  the  Divine  Word  in  a 
human  being — in  each  one  of  us — must  appear  as  an  act  of  the 
greatest  imaginable  humiliation,  as  one  of  amazing  condescen- 
sion and  grace.  It  seems  to  us  most  strange  that  He  should 
“ be  in  the  world,”  the  world  that  was  “ made  by  Him,”  and  yet 
that  the  world  should  “know  Him  not” — that  He  should  “come 
unto  His  own,”  and  yet  His  own  “ receive  Him  not.”  Surely, 
we  might  think,  the  Eternal  Son  of  God,  the  Living  Word,  if 
He  comes  to  dwell  among  men,  must  reign  over  them,  must  be 
recognized  at  once — must  be  acknowledged  by  them  all — as 
their  Lord  and  King, — must  at  any  rate  not  be  exposed,  when 
He  visits  the  hearts  of  men,  to  rejection,  insult,  contradiction, 
contempt.  And,  indeed,  He  is  recognized  oftentimes,  as  the  only 
rightful  Lord  of  our  inner  being,  even  when  he  may  not  be  ac- 
knowledged and  obeyed.  Men  hear  His  Voice  speaking  within 
them ; in  His  Light  they  see  light,  showing  them  their  path  of 
duty,  that  they  may  walk  in  it;  and  they  know  that  they 
ought  to  obey  that  gracious  Voice,  that  they  ought  to  walk  in 
that  Divine  Light ; and  yet  they  turn  aside  into  the  bye-paths 
of  sin;  they  reject,  and  grieve,  and  contradict  their  Living 
Lord  ; they  “ sow  unto  the  flesh,”  and  “ of  the  flesh  reap  cor- 
ruption.” 

And  He  endures  it  still,  as  He  did  of  old,  in  the  person  of  the 
man  Christ  Jesus,  “ who  endured  such  contradiction  of  sinners 
against  himself.”  Our  God  and  Father  is  still  pitiful,  patient, 
long-suffering,  “ not  willing  that  any  should  perish,  but  that  all 
should  come  to  repentance.”  The  “ mind  which  was  in  Christ,” 
— the  same  Divine  Mind,  of  Fatherly,  forgiving  mercy,  of 
boundless  grace,  combined  with  a holy  abhorrence  of  sin  and  a 
perfect  love  of  righteousness,  which  was  manifested  so  brightly 
in  all  the  words  and  works  of  Jesus, — is  still  being  manifested 
to  the  children  of  men.  And  God’s  Will  is  that  we  shall  mani- 
fest it  daily  to  one  another,  as  children  of  God,  as  members  of 
Christ,  as  heirs  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  He  wills  that  we 
shall  be  “ likeminded  towards  one  another,  with  brotherly  love  ” 
— “ being  of  one  accord,  of  one  mind,” — that  we  shall  “ do 
nothing  through  strife  or  vainglory,  but  each  in  lowliness  of 
mind  esteem  other  better  than  himself,” — that  we  shall  “look 
not  every  man  on  his  own  things  only,  but  every  man  also  on 
the  things  of  others,” — that,  in  one  word,  “ this  mind  shall  be  in 
us,  which  was  also  in  Christ  Jesus.” 
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It  is  of  little  use  that  we  keep  Good  Friday  in  the  Church, — 
that  we  set  before  us  the  agony,  the  scourge,  the  crown  of 
thorns,  and  the  bloody  cross, — if  we  do  not  seek  to  grow  in  this 
spirit, — if  we  do  not  learn  by  Christ’s  example  to  be  more  meek 
and  gentle  and  forbearing,  more  patient  under  insults,  more  for- 
bearing under  injuries,  more  obedient  to  our  Father’s  Will  in 
witnessing  His  Truth,  and  ministering,  as  servants,  when  God 
shall  give  us  the  call  and  the  opportunity,  to  the  wauts  of 
others,  bodily  and  spiritual.  Yet,  where  in  this  gaudy  world, 
amongst  these  noisy,  jarring  interests,  these  violent  passions,  of 
men,  each  striving  for  the  first  place,  and  pushing  others  down, 
shall  we  look  for  the  true  followers  of  Jesus,  for  the  church  of 
the  crucified,  for  the  body  whose  head  and  leader  wore  the 
crown  of  thorns  ? How  many  worship  the  very  wood  of  the 
cross,  and  yet  are  impatient  of  the  least  insult,  the  least  reflec- 
tion, upon  themselves,  and  hold  themselves  aloof  from  others 
whom  they  regard  as  their  inferiors  ? Yet  the  same  Divine 
Lord,  who  manifested  in  Jesus  His  Glory — the  Glory  of  per- 
fect love,  obedience,  selfsacrifice, — is  the  Light  and  Life  of  each 
one  of  us,  and  will  dwell  and  walk  in  us,  if  we  will  receive  Him 
into  our  hearts, — will  cast  out  for  us  the  evil  spirits  of  selfish- 
ness and  pride  and  lust,  which  have  tormented  us, — will  lighten 
and  quicken  us,  that  we  may  live  as  becomes  the  children  of  God. 

“ Behold ! I stand  at  the  door,  and  knock  : if  any  man  hear  my 
voice,  and  open  the  door,  I will  come  in  to  him,  and  will  sup  with  him, 
and  he  with  me.” 

And  now  the  cross,  from  an  instrument  of  barbarous  tyranny, 
has  become  the  symbol  of  a truly  human  life.  When  we  na  meit, 
we  think  not  now  so  much  of  the  mere  material  object,  with  all 
its  revolting  accessories.  The  true  Christian  spirit  will  not 
desire  to  have  the  feelings  harrowed  with  descriptions  of  the 
bloody  scene, — of  the  rent  flesh  and  the  gaping  wounds, — those 
sensuous  images,  which  abound  in  many  modern  h}rmns,  but 
whose  effect  upon  the  mind  is  merely  superflcial  and  sensational, 
not  deep,  enduring,  and  practical.  But  our  ideas  of  the  cross, 
as  the  symbol  of  the  Christian  life,  will  be  gathered  around  the 
thought  of  the  meekness,  patience,  love,  displayed  in  the  death 
of  our  Lord, — in  the  forgiveness  of  his  enemies,  in  his  care  for 
others,  and  in  his  calm,  confiding  trust  in  his  Heavenly 
Father,  the  more  real — the  more  instructive,  as  an  example — 
because  the  consciousness  of  the  Divine  Support  seemed  for  a 
time  to  be  withdrawn  from  him.  That  “ mind  which  was  in 
Christ  ” we  must  seek  to  exercise  at  all  times — not  merely  in 
the  time  of  extreme  suffering ; we  must  shew  it  forth  in  our  daily 
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life.  For  in  active  life,  even  more  than  in  a season  of  weakness 
and  helplessness,  we  need  to  remember  such  truths  and  prin- 
ciples of  life  as  these, — that  the  Living  God  is  with  us,  and  He 
must  sit,  as  Lord  and  King,  upon  the  throne  of  our  being, — 
that,  with  all  our  powers,  we  are  but  God’s  servants,  stewards 
for  all  around  of  His  manifold  gifts, — that,  as  God’s  servants, 
we  are  in  God’s  hand,  and  not  our  wilfulness,  but  His  Will,  must 
be  our  rule, — that,  even  if  that  Will  shall  lead  us  through  grief 
and  shame,  we  must  be  obedient,  even  unto  death, — that  the 
opposition  and  contradiction,  yea,  even  the  hatred,  of  our  fellow- 
men,  when  we  meet  with  it  in  the  path  of  our  duty,  must  be 
patiently  endured  by  us,  as  by  those  who  count  themselves  as 
nothing — “of  no  reputation,” — provided  only  God’s  work  may 
be  done  by  us. 

The  “ cross,”  then,  reminds  us  that  no  earthly  circumstances 
can  ever  defile  or  deform  that  which  is  truly  good  and  beautiful, 
— that  what  is  truly  Divine  cannot  be  degraded  by  any  acci- 
dents of  this  life,  while  only  it  remains  true  to  itself.  It  reminds 
us  of  our  high  calling,  as  children  of  the  Living  God,  to  be  vic- 
torious not  only  over  death,  but  over  suffering,  over  shame,  vic- 
torious to  bear  them,  unmoved  from  our  spirits’  pedestal  of  trust 
in  God  and  love  to  our  fellow-men.  Suffering  in  itself  does  not 
generate  these  graces.  There  are  men,  we  know,  who  have  died, 
blaspheming  God,  and  cursing  men,  and  defying  both  in  pride  and 
scorn.  Such  men  were  not  victors ; nor  does  the  victory,  which  is 
symbolized  by  the  cross,  consist  in  a sour  and  sullen  passiveness 
under  the  sorrows  of  life  or  of  death.  An  iron  will — unbent — 
unbendable — is  something  doubtless  great  and  admirable.  But 
it  is  not  sufficient  to  make  a follower  of  Jesus,  a Christian  mar- 
tyr. Only  in  the  firm  belief  in  God’s  Love  can  the  cross  be 
borne  in  the  spirit  of  Christ, — a belief  that  the  God  of  Love  is 
our  Father,  and  the  Father  also  of  our  enemies  and  persecutors, 
though  they  “ know  not  what  they  do.” 

But  the  same  spirit,  which  bears  this  fruit  in  the  hour  of 
suffering,  will  make  those  who  are  possessed  by  it  full  of  active 
service  for  others  in  the  time  of  their  life  and  power.  It  is  love 
which  makes  all  labour  light,  and  ennobles  the  least  and  meanest 
work.  Can  those  despise  any,  who  have  learned  to  look  on 
every  human  being  as  the  offspring  of  God,  as  amongst  those 
on  whose  behalf  “ Christ  died  ” ? Thus,  for  those  who  take  ac- 
count of  the  fact  that  we  are  all  taught  of  God, — that  one  Di- 
vine Word  is  the  Light  and  Life  of  men, — that  by  that  Word 
every  living  man  is  lightened,  and  all  Humanity  is  partaking 
thus  in  the  Divine, — for  such  as  these,  the  humiliation  to  which 
they  may  submit  themselves,  in  stooping  to  the  ignorance,  the 
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weakness,  the  wretchedness,  nay,  even  the  sinfulness,  of  their 
fellow-men, — in  sharing  the  lot  of  the  lowly  and  despised,  the 
heathen  and  the  savage,  the  outcasts  of  society,  the  sunken  and 
forlorn, — in  “ eating  and  drinking  with  publicans  and  sinners,” 
— all  this  for  them  is  no  degradation  ; they  will  remember  that 
the  powers  which  are  confided  to  the  individual,  are  given  to 
him  for  the  sake  of  the  whole  family  of  God. 

Some,  indeed,  there  are,  who  seem  to  think  that  the  Divinity 
is  in  danger  of  being  approached  sacrilegiously,  and  holy  things 
of  being  profaned,  unless  they  raise  a kind  of  fence  around 
them,  of  creeds  and  sacraments,  of  temples  and  altars  and 
priests,  to  keep  the  profane  world  at  a distance.  They  talk  of 
“ the  Church  ” — that  is,  their  own  small  circle — as  being  holy 
and  sacred,  and  “ the  World  ” — not  the  worldly  spirit,  or  those 
in  whom  the  spirit  of  worldliness  is  ruling,  whether  within  the 
Church  or  out  of  it — but  the  world  of  their  fellowmen,  who  do 
not  exactly  adopt  their  views  upon  religion,  or  utter  their  own 
peculiar  shibboleths — as  “ lying  in  wickedness,”  cut  off  from 
the  heritage  of  God’s  children.  How  little  do  these  know  of 
the  true  dignity  of  Human  Nature,  as  in  every  man  partaking 
of  the  Divine ! — or  of  the  purifying  power  of  Divine  Love, 
which  in  the  heart  of  Jesus  found  room  for  the  poor  miserable 
despised  Publican,  smiting  upon  his  breast  and  saying,  “ God 
be  merciful  to  me  a sinner,”  rather  than  for  the  self-righteous 
Pharisee,  who  “ fasted  twice  in  the  week,  and  gave  tithes  of  all 
that  he  possessed !”  How  little  do  they  consider  that  what 
is  most  Divine  in  man  is  tbat  which  is  most  human, 
most  like  unto  “ the  mind  which  was  in  Christ  Jesus,” — is  that 
which  brings  a man  more  closely^  into  union  with  his  fellows, 
sympathising  with  their  woes,  pitying  their  ignorance,  “ taking 
their  infirmities,  bearing  their  sicknesses  !”  How  little  do  they 
perceive  that  to  be  separate  is  not  the  same  as  to  be  holy, — is 
not  the  same  as  to  be  “ separate  from  sinners,  harmless,  un- 
defiled,”— that  the  members  of  an  exclusive  church,  or  of  a 
priestly  caste,  are  less  likely  to  be  holy  than  others,  as  being  more 
likely  to  be  exalted  in  their  own  eyes  ! The  religion  of  Jesus, 
of  which  the  cross  is  the  symbol, — the  religion  of  love  to  God  as 
a Father,  of  love  to  all  men  as  brethren,  by  virtue  of  that  Divine 
birth,  in  respect  of  our  moral  nature,  by  which  we  are  begotten 
in  the  image  of  God, — needs  no  such  apparatus  of  artificial 
sanctity.  The  selfish  nature — the  self-exalting  heart — is  wholly 
alien  from  “ the  mind  which  was  in  Jesus  ” ; wherever  it  may  be 
found,  it  cannot  enter  into  the  deep  innermost  mysteries  of  the 
spiritual  kingdom.  The  priest,  or  the  religious  person,  set  apart 
by  the  most  tremendous  outward  ceremonies,  may  be  in  his 
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heart  impure.  The  simplest  child,  the  weakest  woman,  who 
trusts,  believes,  and  loves,  is  robed  in  that  “ white  linen,  which 
is  the  righteousness  of  saints,”  the  true  baptismal  robe,  the 
priestly  garb,  of  the  new  covenant. 

There  is  one  feature  more  of  the  “mind  which  was  in  Christ,” 
which  the  apostle  indeed  does  not  directly  refer  to  in  the  text, 
though  he  does,  in  fact,  bring  this  also  into  view  iu  the  words 
which  follow  the  text,  and  which,  if  it  please  God,  we  will  con- 
sider more  fully  next  Sunday, — 

"Wherefore  also  God  hath  highly  exalted  him,  and  given  him  a name 
which  is  above  every  name,  that  at  the  name  of  Jesus  every  knee  should 
bow,  of  things  in  heaven,  and  things  in  earth,  and  things  under  the 
earth,  and  that  every  tongue  should  confess  that  Jesus  Christ  is  Lord, 
to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father  ” ; — 

I mean,  the  calm  confidence  in  which  our  Lord  pursued  the 
work,  which  God  had  given  him  to  do  upon  earth,  assured  that 
the  seed  of  life  would  grow  which  he  had  planted,  that  the 
sorrow  of  his  followers  would  be  turned  into  joy,  that  the  hour 
of  darkness,  which  seemed  to  other  eyes  the  sign  of  disappoint- 
ment and  failure,  was  only  the  last  hour  of  night  before  the 
breaking  of  a glorious  day.  Believing  this  most  surely,  when 
all  around  seemed  full  of  gloom  and  despair,  he  calmly  bowed 
bis  head  and  said,  “ Father,  into  Thy  hands  I commend  my 
spirit.” 

Disappointment,  we  know,  is  proverbially  the  lot  of  man. 
How  many  years  of  labour,  to  build  up  a fortune,  a house,  a 
name,  are  often  made  futile  by  one  calamity  ! Ur,  if  they  bear 
their  fruit,  a rich  harvest  of  wealth  and  honour,  crowds  of  de- 
pendents, troops  of  friends,  yet  every  now  and  then  in  secret 
the  heart  sickens  over  it  all,  and  subscribes  to  the  saying  of  the 
wise  man  of  old,  “ "Vanity  of  vanities  ! all  is  vanity  !” 

But  labours  of  love — a life  of  such  labours — can  never  be 
futile.  What  is  spent  on  self  and  selfish  ends  bears  on  it  the 
stamp  of  death, — of  isolation,  which  is  death  : it  is  spent  and 
lost,  and  lives  no  more,  entering  as  an  element  into  the  lives  of 
others.  But  what  is  done  out  of  love — eminently,  what  is  done 
out  of  love  to  the  Eternal,  and  to  man,  as  His  child,  His  image, 
■ — is  redeemed  from  the  vanity  of  earthly  things.  A deep  peace, 
the  very  peace  of  Jesus,  which  he  left  to  his  true  followers,  at- 
tends those  who  spend  and  are  spent  in  the  service  of  their  God, 
which  is  nothing  else  than  the  service  of  their  kind. 

“ Steadfast,  immoveable,  always  abounding  in  the  work  of  the  Lord, 
they  know  that  their  labour  will  not  be  in  vain  in  the  Lord.” 

Sorrow  they  must  feel  : by  suffering  they  too  must  be  perfected, 
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and  fill  up,  each  in  his  measure,  “ that  which  remains  behind  of 
the  afflictions  of  Christ  ” — that  so  the  great  sacrifice,  offered  from 
all  humanity,  through  the  power  of  the  Indwelling  Word, — that 
sacrifice  of  which  the  sacrifice  of  Calvary  is  the  type  and  great 
example, — may  rise  up  to  Heaven  as  a sweet-smelling  savour, 
“ holy,  acceptable  unto  God,  which  is  our  reasonable  service.” 
Much  alloy  there  must  be  in  all  they  think  and  do, — the  alloy 
of  self,  which  ever  tends  to  mix  in  all  things  human;  and  this 
may  sometimes  cloud  their  minds  with  discouragement,  with 
what  seems  almost  to  be  disappointment  and  even  despair.  But 
the  breath  of  God’s  Spirit  will  soon  clear  away  those  clouds  ; 
and  they  will  be  able  to  rest  in  peace  in  the  thought  of  Him, 
who  is  over  all,  who  sees  their  hearts,  who  knows  their  work, 
and  to  whom  their  fellow-men,  for  whom  they  labour,  are  pre- 
cious, more  precious  than  to  themselves.  To  be  “ fellow-workers 
with  God  ” is  to  be  without  chance  of  failure.  For,  what  seems 
failure  to  us,  we  must  believe,  though  we  see  it  not,  is  part  of 
His  Divine  Plan  for  bringing  good  out  of  evil,  and  “ making  all 
things  work  together  for  good  to  them  that  love  Him.” 

And  let  us  bear  in  mind  especially  one  word  in  the  text  in  the 
prospect  of  such  trials.  It  is  the  word  “ obedient:  ” “ he  became 
obedient  unto  death.”  O the  comfort  of  that  word ! — the  lesson 
taught  us  by  our  Lord’s  “ obedience  ” ! He  did  not  call  evil  good, 
and  the  cup  sweet,  which  he  found  so  bitter.  He  did  not  say 
that  misery,  pain,  death,  was  desirable  in  itself,  because 
God  willed  it.  But  he  “ became  obedient.”  He  would  have  had 
the  cup  pass  from  him,  if  God  had  so  willed : for  indeed  it  was 
a bitter  sorrow  to  drink  it ; it  was  an  evil  cup,  and  mingled  by 
the  hands  of  evil  men  ; but  he  “ became  obedient,”  and  drank  to 
the  dregs  what  his  Father’s  hand  held  out  to  him. 

May  we  have  grace  to  be  thus  obedient,  whenever  our  own 
time  of  trial  shall  come ! May  “ this  mind  be  in  us  which  was  also 
in  Christ  Jesus  ! ” Of  course,  in  the  strongest  sense  of  these 
words, — in  that  sense  in  which  Apostles  and  Martyrs  of  old  have 
been  made  “ the  filth  of  the  world  ” and  “ the  offscouring  of  all 
things,”,  yet  showed  forth  “the  mind  which  was  in  Christ” 
through  all,  in  their  obedience  even  unto  death,  often  a cruel, 
bloody  death,  like  that  of  their  Lord, — in  such  a sense  as  this, 
there  is  no  present  prospect  of  these  words  being  ever  applicable 
to  the  case  of  any  one  of  us.  Yet,  probably,  very  few  true 
Christians  pass  to  their  journey’s  end  without  some  kindred  trial 
of  their  faith  and  patience, — without  somo  bitter  cup  to  drink, 
• — without  being  called  upon,  at  some  time  or  other,  in  some  way 
or  other,  to  show  forth  “ the  mind  which  was  in  Christ,”  by  being 
ready,  in  obedience  to  God’s  Will,  to  suffer  pain  or  shame,  or,  it 
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may  be,  the  loss  of  something  which  is  dear  to  them  even  as 
life  itself.  Are  we  indeed  ready  for  this  ? 1 trust  that  by  God’s 
grace  we  are,  or  shall  be  ready,  whenever  that  time  of 
trial  shall  come.  And,  though  we  cry  from  the  sense 
of  human  weakness,  as  our  Lord  by  his  life  and  by 
his  own  example  has  taught  us  to  cry, — “ Father,  lead  us  not 
into  temptation — lead  us  not  into  this  trial — let  this  cup, 
if  possible,  pass  from  us,” — yet  may  we  also  learn  to  say 
with  him, — “Not  our  will,  O Thou  Good  and  Wise,  but 
Thine  be  done  ! Only,  if  it  be  Thy  Will  that  we  should  pass 
through  this  sorrow,  do  Thou  “ deliver  us  from  evil  ” — help  us 
to  be  obedient — trustful — submissive, — until,  having  shared  “the 
fellowship  of  the  sufferings  of  Christ,”  and  been  “ made  confor- 
mable unto  his  death,”  we  shall  also  “ know  the  power  of  his 
resurrection” — being  “raised  up  together”  with  him,  and 
“ made  to  sit  together  ” with  him,  even  in  this  life,  “ in  heavenly 
places.” 
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